Making a better
world for people
with disabilities

Your guide to
Gifts in Wills.

Leave a legacy for a better world.
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For over 30 years, Options has been at the
heart of communities across Liverpool,
Wirral, and Sefton, supporting people with
learning disabilities, autism and acquired
brain injuries to live the lives they choose.

We believe everyone deserves the chance to thrive, to

be heard, and to belong. That's why we work alongside
people with learning disabilities and their families, offering
personalised support that empowers individuals to build
skills, confidence, and independence.

Our dedicated team helps people achieve their goals -
whether that’s finding a place to call home, making new
friends, learning new skills, or simply enjoying everyday life.
We run inclusive activities, creative workshops, and social
events that bring people together and celebrate everyone’s
unique talents.

But our work goes beyond day-to-day support. We
campaign for disability rights, challenge barriers, and
ensure that the voices of people with learning disabilities
are heard and respected in our communities.

Your support makes all this possible.

By leaving a gift in your Will, you help us continue this vital
work - creating opportunities, breaking down barriers,

and building a better, more inclusive world for future
generations.

Together, we can make sure that everyone, regardless of
ability, has the chance to live life to the fullest.
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Legacies help support
our activity programmes,
giving people the chance

to build friendships,
feel welcome in public
spaces, and become
active members of their
communities.

What can
a gift do?

Every gift in a Will, no matter the size, helps us
create opportunities and brighter futures for
people with learning disabilities.

Opportunities for Voices that can’t be Skills for

everyone ignored independence

Legacy donations fund Your support enables us to Gifts in Wills help us
inclusive activities, social provide tailored training campaign for disability
events, and creative and one-to-one support, rights, challenge
workshops — helping so people can develop life barriers, and ensure that
people discover new skills, gain confidence, and the voices of people with
interests, make friends, live as independently as learning disabilities are
and feel truly valued. possible. heard and respected.

“Thanks to Options, I've grown in confidence
and now feel proud to speak up for myself.
I've found my voice and feel more connected
to others in my community”

Samo, a person we support
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No gift too
small to matter

Even a small gift can make a big difference.
After ensuring your loved ones are taken care
of, just 1% of your estate can significantly
benefit Options and the people we support,
for future generations.

Why leave
a gift?

Leaving a gift to Options in your Will is a powerful
way to make a lasting difference. Your generosity will
help us continue supporting people with disabilities for

generations to come.

Your will, your wishes

Making a Will is the only way to ensure
your wishes are carried out and the
people and causes you care about are
looked after.

Family first

Leaving a gift to Options doesn’t mean
choosing between your loved ones and
charity. Even a small percentage can
have a big impact, after your family is
provided for.

A gift that benefits everyone

Gifts to charity can reduce inheritance
tax, meaning more of your estate
goes to the people and causes you
care about.

Peace of mind

Knowing your wishes are clear and your
legacy will help others brings peace of
mind for you and your family.
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5 steps to leaving
a gift in your will

Leaving a gift in your Will to Options is a powerful
way to create lasting change. It's simpler than you

might think and every step you take helps build
a more inclusive future for people with learning

disabilities. Here's how to get started:
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Step 1

Decide to
make a Will

Think about the
people and causes you
want to remember.

Step &4

Use the correct
wording
Ask your solicitor to

use our recommended
wording (see page 13).

Step 2

Choose your
beneficiaries
List your loved ones and

any charities you wish
to support.

Step 5
Let us know

If you decide to leave a
gift, we'd love to thank

you and keep you updated

on our work.

Step 3

Speak to a
solicitor or
Will writer

They can help you
include a gift to Options.

Legacies help fund our
campaign work, raising
awareness, challenging
barriers, and promoting
disability rights across
our communities.




A gift for tomorrow,
for free today.

We've partnered with Farewill, the UK's leading
online Will-writing service, to offer you a simple,
free way to write or update your Will. It's quick,
easy, and can be done online or over the phone.

Online Over the phone

Write your Will from the comfort of your Prefer to speak to someone? Farewill's
home in as little as 30 minutes. Farewill's friendly team can guide you through the
step-by-step guide makes it easy, and process over the phone, answering any
expert help is available if you need it. qguestions you may have.

For more information and to start your Will,
visit optionsempowers.org.uk/freewills
email legacies@optionsempowers.org.uk

or call 0151 236 0855

In partnership with

Farewill

Legacies help fund skills
for life programmes
such as cooking, travel
planning and creative
workshops, empowering
people with learning
disabilities to live more
independently and
confidently.
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Types of gifts

When you choose to leave a gift in your Will, you're
making a lasting difference for people with learning
disabilities. There are several ways you can support
and each one is valuable and appreciated. Here's a

simple guide to the main types of legacy gifts:

A percentage gift
(residuary gift)

This is a share or
percentage of what's left
of your estate after all
other gifts, debts, and
expenses have been paid.
Many people choose this
option because it keeps
your gift in line with the
value of your estate over
time, and ensures your
loved ones are looked
after first.

A cash gift
(percuniary gift)

This is a fixed sum of
money that you choose
to leave to a person or
charity. You simply decide
the amount you'd like to
give, and your Executors
will ensure it's paid from
your estate.

Specific gift

This is a particular

item or asset, such as
jewellery, a piece of art,
or even property, that
you wish to leave to
someone or to Options.
If you have something
special in mind, just let
your solicitor know.

Recommended

wording

This is the wording you would need for your will.

A percentage gift (residuary)

“I give [insert percentage]% of the residue
of my estate to Options for Supported
Living, registered charity number 1063038,
of St Nicholas House, Old Churchyard,
Liverpool, Merseyside, L2 8TX, for its
general charitable purposes. | declare
that the receipt of the Treasurer or other
authorised officer shall be a full and
sufficient discharge to my Executors.”

A cash gift (percuniary)

“I give [insert amount] to Options for
Supported Living, registered charity
number 1063038, of St Nicholas House,
Old Churchyard, Liverpool, Merseyside,
L2 8TX, for its general charitable
purposes. | declare that the receipt of
the Treasurer or other authorised officer
shall be a full and sufficient discharge
to my Executors.”

If you wish to leave a specific item, or for any
other support, please contact our Gifts in Wills

Team for guidance.
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We will always
respect your
privacy and

decisions.

We will answer
your questions
honestly and
promptly.

We understand
your loved ones
come first.

We will keep you
updated on the
impact of your

support.

We will use your
gift wisely and
effectively.

We will never
pressure you -
your legacy is your
choice.

Legacy words explained

Will

A legal document that sets out what
happens to your money, property, and
possessions after you die.

Executor
The person (or people) you choose to
carry out the instructions in your Will.

Beneficiary

Anyone who receives something from
your Will, such as a person, charity, or
organisation.

Residuary Gift

A share or percentage of what's left of
your estate after all other gifts, debts,
and expenses have been paid.

FAQs

Do | need to be wealthy to leave a gift
in my Will?

No. Gifts of any size make a real
difference. Even 1% of your estate, or a
small cash gift, can make a big difference
to the lives of people we support.

Will my family lose out if | leave a gift
to Options?

Not at all. Most people choose to leave a
small percentage to charity after making
sure their loved ones are provided for.

Can | change my mind after making my
Wwill?

Yes. You can update your Will at any time
to reflect your wishes.

Do | need a solicitor to make a Will?
It's recommended, especially if your
affairs are complex. However, you can
also use our free Will-writing service and
speak to experts if needed.

How will my gift be used?

Your gift will help fund vital support,
activities, and advocacy for people with
learning disabilities in our community.

Pecuniary Gift

A fixed sum of money left to a person or
charity in your Will.

Specific Gift

A particular item or asset (such as
jewellery, a painting, or property) left to
someone in your Will.

Estate

Everything you own at the time of your
death, including money, property, and
possessions.

Inheritance Tax

A tax that may be paid on your estate
when you die. Gifts to charity are usually
exempt from inheritance tax.

Should I tell you if I've left a gift?

You don't have to, but we'd love to thank
you and keep you updated on our work if
you choose to let us know.

What information do | need to include
Options in my Will?

You'll need our full name, address,

and charity number: Options for
Supported Living, St Nicholas House,
Old Churchyard, Liverpool, L2 8TX.
Registered Charity No. 1063038.

| already have a will — Can | still leave a
gift?

You certainly can! There are a few
different options for you — from adding

a codicil (an additional document which
allows you to make small amendments)
to reviewing your entire will.

| still have some questions who do |
speak to?

You can get in touch with us at legacies@
optionsempowers.org.uk. Options are
passionate about every gift in a Will,

no matter the size, helps us create
opportunities and brighter futures for
people with learning disabilities.




Making a better
world for people
with disabilities

Leave a legacy for a better world

To ask a question or tell us your thoughts
about leaving a gift in your Will to Options,
please get in touch.

Call the Wills Team on

0151 236 0855

or email:
legacies@optionsempowers.org.uk
or visit:
optionsempowers.org.uk/legacy
or write to us at

1st Floor, St. Nicholas House,

Old Churchyard, Liverpool L2 8TX

Registered with
FUNDRAISING
Registered in England & Wales No.02861966 | Charity Registration No.1063038 REGULATOR



